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Wrangel) answered that Poland could not agree to an armistice,
again proposed Borisow, and promised that hostilities would be
suspended in that sector. Chicherin then suggested Petrograd,
Moscow or Warsaw for the meeting, but Patek stuck to Borisow
as the most appropriate place—whereupon Chicherin, endeavour-
ing to put Poland in the wrong, informed the Allies that she was
opposing peace by insisting that the negotiations should take
place only in one particular town. But why the objection to
Borisow, if peace was sincerely desired?
Patek's statement of Poland's conditions of peace adumbrated
Pilsudski's conception of federalism; one condition demanded
the recognition of the States that had come into existence on
former Russian territory, such as the Baltic States; another con-
dition postulated for Poland alone the right to establish the status
of the peoples living in the Kresy, the regions west of the 1772
frontier. Pilsudski's opponents were in favour of coming to terms
quickly with the Soviet. They did not see why Poland should
concern herself with the fate of the States issued from Russia, and
their aim was to incorporate only a part of the regions west of the
frontier of 1772, the rest being left to the Soviet. They did not
sympathize with Pilsudski's desire to establish a White Russian
State with its capital at Minsk or a Ukrainian State with its capital
at Kieff, and did not accept his view that these States would be
the natural allies of Poland. These conflicting policies found
sharp reflection afresh in the Seym and throughout the country.
PILSUDSKI ATTACKS
Aware of the growing menace of the Soviet on his eastern front,
Pilsudski resolved not to await attack but to anticipate it. His first
objective was the liberation of the Ukraine from Bolshevik occu-
pation. His intention was that, having freed the Ukraine, he
would hand over the territory to the Ukrainians, and then attack
the Bolsheviks in the northern sector. But the Ukrainians were in
a precarious position; their main force had been beaten and its
remnants had taken refuge in Poland. Petlura, their best leader,
had fled into Poland; abandoning the claim to Eastern Galicia,
he asked Pilsudski to aid him against the Bolsheviks. On April 23,

